Tropical non venereal treponematoses are rarely seen in Europe. Only a few cases of early yaws have been recently reported in Europe. '4 Owing to migration and travelling it is expected that more cases of this disease will be seen in Europe. Yaws is transmitted by non-venereal bodily contact, especially among school children under 15 years ofage. Minor traumata (bites, wounds, abrasions) play an important role. 7 The microorganism causing this disease, Treponema pailidum subsp pertenue (Tpertenue), was discovered by Aldo Castellani in 1905 (Latin: pertenuis = very weak).8 However, the close relationship of the causative agents of the treponematoses has so far made it impossible to distinguish them by serological means. The diagnosis is made on clinical and epidemiological grounds. Especially people living in the humid rural regions in the tropical zones around the world are at risk. After an incubation period of 9-90 days initial lesions appear. These are generally located extragenitally, often on the lower extremities, and have a (ulcero-) papillomatous appearance. These primary stage lesions are very rich in treponemes. Secondary lesions can appear after a latent period, but the primary and secondary stages can overlap. nation technique according to Steiner9 revealed the presence of many treponemes. Blood vessels were not affected.
Radiographs of the right tibia and left fibula revealed periosteal new bone formation.
An extract was obtained from a second biopsy specimen and the extraction fluid, which contained motile treponemes, was injected into the testes of a New Zealand white rabbit with a negative syphilis serology. Serological screening of this rabbit gave positive results after three weeks. The blind passage of the testicular extract of this rabbit to a fresh rabbit with a negative serology produced mild orchitis with the presence of treponemes (positive dark-field examination) and seroconversion. Of the contacts examined, her older brother was the only one with a positive serology. Prophylactic penicillin was given to brother and mother (single dose 2.4 million units benzathine benzylpenicillin (Penidural ') 
